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Background 
This document contains the Outcome of HELCOM workshop on river restauration and best practices in the 
Baltic Sea (HELCOM FISH-M 4-2017) which was held in Bredsten, Denmark 29-30 May 2017. 
 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to take note of and consider the Outcome of the workshop. 
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Outcome of HELCOM workshop on river restauration and best practices in 

the Baltic Sea (HELCOM FISH-M 4-2017) 

 

Introduction 

In accordance with the decisions of FISH 5-2016 (Outcome paragraph 7.1), FISH-M 3-2016 (Outcome 
paragraph 4.4 and Annex 2) and HOD 51-2016, the Fourth Meeting of HELCOM Task Force on migratory fish 
species (FISH-M 4-2017) was held as a “Workshop on river restauration and best practices”. The workshop 
was held on 29-30 May 2017 in Bredsten, Denmark.  

The workshop was attended by representatives from Denmark, Germany, Lithuania, Poland and Sweden. The 

List of Participants is contained in Annex 1. 

The workshop was moderated by Ms. Janne Palomino Dalby and Ms. Anja Gadgård Boye, Danish AgriFish 
Agency. Ms. Minna Pyhälä, HELCOM Associate Professional Secretary, acted as secretary of the workshop.  

The workshop was welcomed by Ms. Janne Palomino Dalby on behalf of the host, Danish AgriFish Agency. 

Ms. Anja Gadgård Boye, Danish AgriFish Agency, introduced the aim, purpose and the programme of the 

workshop (Annex 2). 

Day 1 – Sharing of information on national activities 
Mr. Kim Diget Christensen, Danish Environmental Protection Agency, presented information about the 

Danish model for river restoration. He informed on the procedures for selecting and implementing river 

restoration projects, including the criteria used by the Danish Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to 

select projects for funding, i.e. existence of Natura2000 sites or activities that help to restore salmon or other 

threatened species. 

Mr. Jan Nielsen, DTU Aqua, presented information on documented impacts of barriers and wetlands on 

salmonids – and how to solve the problems (Presentation 1). Restoration efforts, aimed at making the river 

as natural as possible, have resulted in significant improvements in wild salmonid populations. The 

conclusions were that restoration should aim at reaching natural conditions as much as possible.  

Some project examples can be found at the Fishcare homepage: http://www.fiskepleje.dk/ 

 Ms. Annette Baattrup-Pedersen, DCE Aarhus University, presented information about how stream 

restoration in Denmank has created habitats for rare and endangered stream species (Presentation 2). 

Restorations measures that have improved sea trout populations have not always resulted in significant 

improvements for threatened plant species and species diversity is still not high. She suggested that the 

success of restoration projects should be measured by considering the ecosystem from a broader perspective 

by considering representativity of different habitat types and species groups. 

The workshop welcomed information about the following scientific articles: 

 Kristensen et al (2011) An evaluation of restoration practices in lowland streams: Has the physical 

integrity been re-created?  

 Pedersen et al (2006) Effects of stream restoration and management on plant communities in 

lowland streams 

https://www.google.dk/?gws_rd=ssl#q=danish+angling+association&spf=1496236335961
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/FISH-M%204-2017-439/MeetingDocuments/Kristensen%20et%20al.%202011_EE.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/FISH-M%204-2017-439/MeetingDocuments/Kristensen%20et%20al.%202011_EE.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/FISH-M%204-2017-439/MeetingDocuments/PEDERSEN_et_al-2006-Freshwater_Biology.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/FISH-M%204-2017-439/MeetingDocuments/PEDERSEN_et_al-2006-Freshwater_Biology.pdf
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Ms. Anja Gadgård Boye, Danish AgriFish Agency, presented information on instruments for financing water 

restoration in Denmark through e.g. European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF), national funds and funds 

collected from fisheries licenses (Presentation 3). In Denmark, yearly more than 70 mio. Dkr. has been 

prioritized for river restoration in the period 2014-2017. River restoration is carried out in collaboration with 

the local municipalities and the Danish Sportfishing Association. 

The workshop visited a river restoration site near the workshop venue at Vingsted Mill. Mr. Kaare Manniche 

Ebert, Danish Sportfishing Association, and Mr. Paul Landfeldt, Vejle Municipality, presented the story and 

impacts of the project, which involved cooperation between the Danish Sportfishing Association and Vejle 

Municipality to re-establish meanders and to create spawning grounds for salmonids, resulting in significant 

improvements in water quality.  

 

Electro fishing was carried out Vingsted Mill and small seatrout were caught alongside an eel. 

Mr. Kaare Manniche Ebert, Danish Sportfishing Association, gave a presentation about cooperation between 

the Danish government, municipalities and local angling organizations (Presentation 4).  

Ms. Ursula Zinko, Swedish Agency for Marine and Water Management, gave an overview of waterway and 

lake restoration activities in Sweden (Presentation 5).  

Mr. Mikael Svensson, Swedish Species Information Centre, presented some thoughts for consideration for 

river restoration (Presentation 6). 

Ms. Kamińska Katarzyna, Ministry of Maritime Economy and Inland Navigation, Poland, informed on national 

activities in Poland on restoration of rivers (Presentation 7).  

The workshop was interested in the effects of reintroducing aquatic plants as part of restoration measures 

in Poland and was curious whether other countries also have experience of such activities. The workshop 

noted that in Sweden introduction of plants has been carried out in e.g. wetlands. In Denmark, some 

introduction of plants has been carried out but it is stressed that only macrophytes from the same river 

should be introduced to avoid the risk of transfer of diseases or non-local invertebrates. 

Mr. Justas Poviliūnas, Fisheries Service under the Lithuanian Ministry of Agriculture, presented information 

on fish passes in the existing dams in Lithuania (Presentation 8). 
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Mr. Matthias Brunke, State Agency for Agriculture, Environment and Rural Areas, Germany, presented 

information on river restoration, challenges and best practices in Schleswig-Holstein, Germany (Presentation 

9).  

Ms. Minna Pyhälä, HELCOM Secretariat, informed the workshop of the approval of funding by Interreg Baltic 

Sea Region for the project “Development, promotion and sustainable management of the Baltic Sea Region 

as a coastal fishing tourism destination (RETROUT)” (Presentation 10).  

 

Day of presentations on national river restoration activities. 

 

Day 2 - Excursion 
On the second day, the Municipality of Vejle invited the workshop on an excursion to visit various locations 

where river restoration measures have been taken or are planned. 

The workshop visited Kvak Mill Brook where a fauna passage was introduced 25 years ago as bypass flow 

around a water mill weir. New spawning and nursery areas for brown trout have also been constructed, 

resulting in high environmental status during the past 23 years. Mr. Jan Nielsen, DTU Aqua, presented the 

story of the project and its impacts and demonstrated electrofishing.  
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Electrofishing at Kvak Mill Brook 

 

The workshop visited Egtved River by Refsgårdlund fish farmings. Mr. Paul Landfeldt, Vejle Municipality, 

presented the story of a project to build a fauna passage at the weir where the fish farm had its water intake. 

Since the closing of the fish farm in 2008, plans are currently ongoing to restore the river passing the fish 

farm by re-meandering the river along its original route. 

 

Fauna passage at Refsgårdlund fish farmings 
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The workshop visited Omme River where seven fish farms have been removed and the river reestablished 

with fauna passages, meanders, spawning and nursery areas for brown trout, salmon and other species along 

a stretch of 17 km. Mr. Paul Landfeldt, Vejle Municipality, and Mr. Paul Nielsen, DTU Aqua, presented the 

story of the project and its impact.  

 

Presentation of Omme River project by Mr. Paul Landfeldt, Vejle Municipality, and Mr. Paul Nielsen, DTU 

Aqua. 

 

The Outcome together with the presentations considered by the Workshop are available in the FISH-M 4-
2017 meeting site in the HELCOM Meeting Portal. 

  

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/FISH-M%204-2017-439/default.aspx
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/FISH-M%204-2017-439/default.aspx
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Annex 1 List of Participants 
 

Representing Name Organization Email address 

Contracting Parties 

Denmark Anja Boye Danish AgriFish Agency anbo@lfst.dk 

Denmark Janne Palomino Dalby Danish AgriFish Agency jpda@lfst.dk 

Denmark Lene Jensen Scheel-Bech Danish AgriFish Agency lensch@lfst.dk 

Denmark Hannis Petersen Danish AgriFish Agency hapete@lfst.dk 

Denmark Jan Nielsen DTU Aqua janie@aqua.dtu.dk 

Denmark Lars Mikael Kjellerup 
Larsen 

Environment Protection Agency lla@svana.dk 

Denmark Kenn Knudsen Environment Protection Agency kenkn@mst.dk 

Denmark Kim Diget Christensen Environment Protection Agency kidig@mst.dk 

Denmark Annette Baattrup-
Pedersen 

Aarhus University abp@bios.au.dk 

Denmark Jes Rasmussen Aarhus University jr@bios.au.dk 

Denmark Bo Levesen Vejle Kommune bolev@vejle.dk 

Denmark Paul Landfeldt Vejle Kommune PALAN@vejle.dk 

Denmark Nina Astrid Fenger The Danish AgriFish Agency, 
Ministry of Environment and Food 

ninfen@lfst.dk 

Denmark Kaare Manniche Ebert Danish Sportfishing Association kme@sportfiskerforbundet.dk  

Germany Matthias Brunke State Agency for Agriculture, 
Environment and Rural Areas 

matthias.brunke@llur.landsh.de 

Germany Manja Ode Ministry Of Agriculture and 
Environment 

m.ode@lm.mv-regierung.de 

Lithuania Živile Vaitiekūnienė Fisheries Service under the 
Ministry of Agriculture 

zivile.vaitiekuniene@zuv.lt 

Lithuania Justas Poviliūnas Fisheries Service under the 
Ministry of Agriculture 

justas.poviliunas@zuv.lt 

Poland Kamińska Katarzyna  Ministry of Maritime Economy and 
Inland Navigation 

K.Kaminska@mgm.gov.pl 

Sweden Ursula Zinko Swedish Agency for Marine and 
Water Management 

ursula.zinko@havochvatten.se 

Sweden Karl Gullberg County Administration Board of 
Gävleborg 

Karl.gullberg@lansstyrelsen.se  

Sweden Henrik Karlborg County Administration Board of 
Västerbotten 

henrik.karlborg@lansstyrelsen.se 

Sweden Mikael Svensson Swedish Species Information 
Centre 

mikael.svensson@slu.se 

HELCOM Secretariat 

HELCOM 
Secretariat 

Minna Pyhälä Helsinki Commission Minna.Pyhala@helcom.fi 

  

mailto:anbo@lfst.dk
mailto:jpda@lfst.dk
mailto:lensch@lfst.dk
mailto:janie@aqua.dtu.dk
mailto:lla@svana.dk
mailto:kenkn@mst.dk
mailto:kidig@mst.dk
mailto:abp@bios.au.dk
mailto:jr@bios.au.dk
mailto:bolev@vejle.dk
mailto:PALAN@vejle.dk
mailto:ninfen@lfst.dk
mailto:kme@sportfiskerforbundet.dk
mailto:matthias.brunke@llur.landsh.de
mailto:m.ode@lm.mv-regierung.de
mailto:zivile.vaitiekuniene@zuv.lt
mailto:justas.poviliunas@zuv.lt
mailto:K.Kaminska@mgm.gov.pl
mailto:ursula.zinko@havochvatten.se
mailto:Karl.gullberg@lansstyrelsen.se
mailto:henrik.karlborg@lansstyrelsen.se
mailto:mikael.svensson@slu.se
mailto:Minna.Pyhala@helcom.fi
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Annex 2 Programme of HELCOM Workshop on river restoration and ”best practices” 
 

Venue: Vingsted Hotel & Conference Centre 29-30 May 2017 

DAY 1  

10.00 – 10.10 Welcome by the Danish AgriFish Agency 

10.10 – 10.20 Presentation of the workshop 

Aim, purpose and program by the Danish AgriFish Agency  

 10.20 – 12.30 Presentation of river restoration in Denmark – description of the Danish model 

Overall aim of river restoration in Denmark 

Initiatives and best practices seen from the eyes of the government by the Danish AgriFish 

Agency or the Danish Environmental Protection Agency 

Research on Danish river restoration with focus on “natural” solutions 

Documented impacts of barriers and wetlands on salmonids – and how to solve the problems 

Presentation by Jan Nielsen, DTU Aqua 

 Presentation by Aarhus University 

Coffee break 

Financial instruments such as the EMFF program, national funds and funds collected from 

fishery licenses 

13.00 - 14.00  Lunch  

14.00 – 15.00 River restoration and engagement from local authorities with focus on meeting the 

requirements in the EU Water framework Directive Presentation by Vejle Municipality 

 Presentation by the riverside 

 At this particular location, meanders have been reestablished with special focus on spawning 

grounds for salmonids.  

Story of the project and electro fishing. 

Cooperation between the Danish government, Municipalities and local angling 

organizations 

HELCOM - RETROUT Project – new funding 

Presentations by Contracting Parties on river restoration, challenges and best practices 

Start again approx. at 15.10   

Presentations by Sweden 

 Presentation by Poland     

 Presentation by Lithuania  

Coffee break 

 Presentation by Germany 
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 Approx. 17.45 End of day 1  

Key points from the day 

Presentation of the fieldtrip on day 2   

DAY 2  

The field trip will include visits to different locations where river restoration has been carried out. The 

Municipality of Vejle town/city is the coordinator of the field trip. 

9.00 – 9.30  Transport to Kvak Mill Brook 

9.30 – 10.45 Kvak Mill Brook 

Fauna passage in the form of bypass flow including new spawning and nursery areas for brown trout. Story 

of the project and its impact through 25 years. Electrofishing. 

10.45 – 11.15 Transport to Vejle River by Haraldskær 

11.15 – 12.30  Vejle River by Haraldskær - alternatively Egtved River by Refsgårdlund Fish farmings 

Example of a project on fauna passage. This particular project faced several challenges and the visit will 

therefore also focus on how the project can be improved. Story of the project and its’ impact. 

12.30 – 13.00  Transport to Omme River 

13.00 – 14.00  Lunch by Omme River 

14.00 – 15.15 Omme River 

Seven Dams have been removed and the river reestablished with faunapassage, meanders, spawning and 

nursery areas for brown trout, salmon and other species. Story of the project and its impact. The restored 

interaction between streams and adjacent valleys removes nitrogen and phosphorus when the river valley is 

flooded. 
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